
 

The Transition from Grade 8 to 9 

 Tracie Lambers 
tracie.lambers@tdsb.on.ca 

http://guidanceicorner.weebly.com/ 



 

 

•

•

•

Goals For The Evening: 

www.tdsb.on.ca/goingtohighschool 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Ontario Secondary Schools 

a closer look 



Elementary vs. Secondary School

Similarities 
 

 Attendance is important 

 Schools have dress code and 
code of conduct  

 Respect for authority is an 
expectation  

 Parents’ participation is 
encouraged 

 Good citizenship is required 

 Participation in extra-curricular 
activities increases student 
engagement in school  

Differences 
 

 If a student is unsuccessful in a 
course he/she may have to repeat it 

 4 periods (classes) a day – 2 in the  
morning & 2 after lunch  

 Exam days 
 Likely to have 4-8 different 

teachers 
 Destination-based courses 
 Semestered and non-semestered 

schools



 

 
• Once a course is passed, a credit is granted 

 
• To pass a course one must achieve a level of 50% or 

higher 
 

• Students are expected to take 8 courses a year 
 

• To graduate from high school a student must earn 30 
credits  

 

Credit System 



 

 

• Total of 30 course credits (110 hours per credit) 
 

 – 18 compulsory courses 
 

 – 12 elective courses (options) 
 
• 40 hrs. Community Involvement 

 

         – Begins in summer after Grade 8  
 
• Ontario Literacy Requirement 

 
• Written Test in Grade 10 (OSSLT) 
 

Ontario Secondary School Diploma  
(O.S.S.D.) 



  Semestered       Non-Semestered  

      
Courses offered on a half-

year basis 

 

8 subjects in 2 blocks: 

   - 4 subjects (Sept. to Jan.)                                               
- 4 subjects (Feb. to June) 

 

 4 subjects daily for 1 
semester 

 

Courses are offered on a 
full year basis 

 

8 subjects for the year 

    (Sept. to June) 

 

 

Subjects often scheduled 
every other day 



 

 

• Applied 
 
    • Academic 
 
       • Locally Developed Compulsory Credit (LDCC) 

 
           • Open 
 

• Non-credit courses   

Course Types in Grade 

9 and 10: 



Academic and Applied 



 

 
What is an Open Course? 

•  Learning expectations are the same for all students 

 

•  Designed to prepare students for further study and to 
enrich general education in a subject 

      

•  Can be counted as compulsory or elective credits  

 

•  Grade 9 Open Courses Include: 

       Arts (Music, Visual Arts, Drama, Dance) 

 Business 

 Guidance (Learning Strategies) 

 Exploring Technologies 

 Physical Education 



Locally Developed Compulsory Credits 
• For students with gaps in knowledge and skills in the 

specific discipline  
 

•  Ideal for students who need support with the 
curriculum content in grade 9 
 

• Students who require K courses or Locally Developed 
Compulsory Credit Courses or who require significant 
modification to their program will be assisted in 
investigating programs/schools that provide a full array 
of supports and services to meet their unique needs 

     



Making Your Choice 



• Prepare students for success in English and other 
courses 
 

• ESL/ELD credits count as compulsory English credits 
(to a maximum of 3 credits) 

English Language Learners 
ESL/ELD 



•   Variety of programs in place to support students 
 
• Not all schools have the same programs and supports 

 
• IPRC Meetings held  in December 2015 or January 

2016 to discuss programming needs and secondary 
school options. 
 

• Compulsory Credit substitutions are often available for 
general learning strategies courses  
 

ER 11 will also host a Special Education information 
session available to help with understanding what Special 
Education looks like in high school.  

Special Education Support 



Year 1  

Grade 9 

Year 2 

Grade 10 

Year 3 

Grade 11 

Year 4 

Grade 12 

English English English English 

Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics _________ 

Science Science _________ 

Geography History _________ 

French Civics/Career _________ 

HPE _________ _________ _________ 

Arts 
(Drama, Music, etc.) 

_________ _________ _________ 

_________ _________ _________ _________ 



Where do students go after 

secondary school? 



Accessing myBlueprint.ca 



Key Message for Success 

Good start is critical 
for secondary school 

success 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Optional Attendance Timelines 

TDSB 



Choices: Planning Guides 



LOTS OF CHOICE 



What should I consider??? 

Programs offered 

Interests & learning style 

Support available  

Travel time 

Cost of travel 

Goals 

Extracurricular activities 



Information Nights at the High Schools 

www.tdsb.on.ca/GoingtoHighSchool 



•

•



Find Your School 



Optional Attendance 

 www.tdsb.on.ca/FindyourSchool/OptionalAttendance 











Important Dates 

•    List of “Closed” and “Limited” schools made available 

• Optional Attendance forms can be submitted to secondary 

schools after list of closed or limited schools is published 

 

January 29th, 2016 Optional Attendance applications (for 
regular schools) are due to secondary schools – delivered 
by student/parent/guardian 

 
 

             

January 



Specific Dates 

•

•

•



Information Nights at Specialized Schools 



Making Your Choices: 

Choose Success! 









Questions??? 




